


 

Did You Know... 

   

  The village of Ballyduff was also burned in 1920 by the 

  Black and Tans. They burned many properties in the 

  village and a local man– John Houlihan was killed in the 

  ambush. There is a monument in his honour on the way 

  into the village.  

 

The Black Village! 

 

Baile Dubh/Ballyduff village was origi-

nally located in Hearthill!!! 

In the early 1800s, British soldiers, 

known as the Press Gang, came to 

Hearthill looking for people to join the 

British army. The locals didn‟t want to go 

so they fled the village and went into 

hiding! The soldiers were very angry so 

they burned the village to the ground. 

When the locals returned all that was 

left was a „black smoking ruin‟ … hence 

the name Baile Dubh/The Black Village or 

Ballyduff was given to the area. After 

this, the village was relocated to  Ben-

more– where it still stands today!  



 

School in The Old Days 

Ballyduff Boys‟ and Girls‟ School was 

built in 1839. Mrs Staughton of The 

Great House in Ballyhorgan gave the 

land on which to build the school. 

The school building consisted of two 

classrooms in the Boys School– one 

with a gallery and desks. The Girls‟ 

School was one large room. There 

was a porch at the entrance to each 

school. Here 

the children 

hung their 

coats and 

the turf was 

kept here during the winter! 

Hedge Schools 

In the 18th Century, The Penal 

Laws forbid any Catholics teach-

ing in schools. Catholics therefore 

set up their own schools in barns 

and sheds in their parishes to 

educate their children according 

to the Catholic way of life.  

In 1826, according to an official 

report there was one hedge 

school in Ballyduff. In 1835, an-

other report listed 3 hedge 

schools in Ballyduff. Parents had 

to pay a small fee and the teach-

ers taught the children the 3 Rs– 

Reading, wRiting and aRithmitic. 

Ballyduff Central N.S. 

The present building was opened in 1966 as a separate  Boys’ 

and Girls’ school. They were amalgamated (joined together) in 

1982 to form the Central N.S. An extension was opened in 1985 

with the P.E. hall, 2 upstairs classrooms, library, staff room and 

offices added. The school playground was resurfaced in 1998 

and it was extended in 2008 with safety matting. This was 

thanks to the support of  the parents.  



 St Peter’s & Paul’s Church 

Religion has also had a special 

place in Ballyduff. All of the 

churches in Ballyduff, including 

Rattoo Abbey which was  built 

around the 10th Century, have 

been called after SS. Peter and Paul. The Church in Ballyduff village was first 

opened on June 20th 1837. In 1967, the church was demolished 

and reconstructed as the church we know today. While this work 

was in progress, mass was said in The Crystal Ballroom (also known 

as Hennessy‟s Hall)!!! St. Patrick‟s Statue, which can be seen in 

front of the old church, was first placed in front of the church in 

1929– which means it is nearly 90 years old! 

Rahela 

This Grotto in Rahela was built in 

1957, like many other grottos, 

which was known as the Marian 

year in honour of Holy Mary.  

Did you Know? Babies that were 

born in the Marian 

Year, whether they 

were boys or girls,  

had to be given the  

name Mary-even if it  

was a second name! 

Tobar Rí an Domhnaigh 

Tobar Rí an Domhnaigh (Well of 

Sunday‟s King) is a Grotto and 

Holy Well on Lady‟s Walk. It is 

also known as Tobar na Lour– 

Well of Lepers! It 

is believed that 

people who drink 

the Holy water will 

have great peace & 

health. Mass is 

celebrated at the well every May.  

  Tobar a Leighis 

This is the grotto and Holy well near 

the Cashen. It is called Tobar a Leighis. 

The water from this well is said to heal 

your mind as well as your body! It is 

said that a Golden fish can 

be seen in the well by people who are 

to be cured! 
 

 

 



 

Another Interesting Fact 

This Church was built in Rattoo 

but was moved brick-by-brick to 

Ballybunnion in 1952! It is now 

used as a library.  

 
 

 

 

 

Rattoo is probably the most historic site in  the parish of Ballyduff. Within 

the confines of Rattoo there is one of Irelands few remaining complete 

Round Towers as well as an old graveyard, the remains of an abbey and a 

Great House. It is located 2 miles from the village on Ladies Walk. 

The Round Tower 

Rattoo Round Tower 

was built around the 

10th Century  and is 

90ft tall. It has a 

basement and 5 

floors. It has 5 win-

dows– 1 window on the 

fourth floor and four windows on the 

top floor facing North, South, East 

and West. In Round Towers, these 

windows were used by the Monks to 

see if the Vikings were coming. There 

was a bell on the top of the tower 

which the monks rang to warn the 

monastery if the Vikings were coming 

and they all rushed to hide in  the 

tower for safety.  

Unique Features of Rattoo Round 

Tower 

Rattoo Round Tower has two unique 

features which are not found on any 

other tower in Ireland.  
Sheelah-na-gig:  This 

figure is carved inside 

the north facing win-

dow of the tower. 

Some believe it was engraved to 

protect the tower. Others say that 

women would rub the image when 

they wanted to have a baby! 

Curvillinear Carving: 
This carving can be 

seen above the en-

trance doorway to 

the tower.  

Many years ago ladies used to walk everyday from the Great House in Rattoo 

to another Great house in Ballyhorgan. In those days, there was a law that 

stated that the people living on the road that linked the two houses were not 

allowed to have windows facing towards the road so they could look at the 

ladies walking by! This is why the road is now known as Ladies‟ Walk!!  



 

The Great Houses of Ballyduff 

“Rattoo Great House” is probably the most well known great house in Bally-

duff, however Ballyduff is also the home to two other “great”  houses- 

“Ballyhorgan House” and “Bushmount House”. Unfortunately, Ballyhorgan 

House did not survive the battle of time and now we rely on history books 

and hearsay to find information on this old mansion.  

Ballyhorgan House 

Ballyhorgan House was owned by 

Mrs R. Trent Staughton– the lady 

who gave the land on which our 

school is built! The house had 4 re-

ception rooms and 14 bedrooms 

along with a kitchen, dining room, 

library and drawing room! The 

house was surrounded by trees and 

had its own stables. Unfortunately, 

the house was 

completely de-

stroyed by a 

fire in 1920/21.  

Bushmount House 

Bushomount House is located on the 

main Tralee Rd, and was originally 

owned by the Rice Family. It is 3 sto-

ries high and contains several bed-

rooms, a dining room, drawing room, 

hall , kitchen and library. All of the 

contents of the house were sold by 

auction in 1917 after the death of 

the original owner Colonel R.I. Rice. 

Today the 

house is owned 

by Tadhg O‟ 

Sullivan.  

The Great House 

 

Rattoo Great 

House was 

built in the 

1840s, it is 

two storeys 

high and is 

said to have 

twenty-nine rooms. It is a tall ele-

gant building in Victorian Gothic 

Style. Inside the house, it is filled 

with beautiful woodwork and ceilings 

with a two-storey entrance hall. 

There used to be a huge orchard be-

hind it, and there were plenty apples 

to give to anybody who wanted them. 

The family had lots of servants; 

some from England and some from 

the locality.  



 

The Ever-Changing Square 

The square was always a central 

meeting point in the village. This 

Photo of the square was taken around 

1916. It shows the old SS Peter‟s & 

Paul‟s Church in the background.  
 

At the entrance of the square there is a monument in memory 

of the men who died at the siege of Clashmealcon Caves in 

April 1923 and John Houlihan who died in 1920. The monu-

ment is also in memory of Ballyduff man Michael Mulvihill who 

was killed at the GPO during the Easter Rising 1916. Ballyduff 

Hurling Club is also named in memory of Michael Mulvihill who 

was a native of Ardoughter.  

Main Street Ballyduff 

As you can see from these pictures, the village of Ballyduff has changed dra-

matically over the last 

50 years. The village is 

almost unrecognisable 

from these old photo-

graphs, but if you look 

closely you can still 

identify some local land-

marks which are still 

standing today!  

 

 

Spot the Difference!!! 

What has changed  since this old picture was taken!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         From this….                                     to this!!!! 

Ballyduff 

1950s 

Ballyduff 

1986 



 
Rattoo Creamery 

Rattoo Creamery has also been a 

central part of Ballyduff village– 

both as a centre of business and as a focal point in 

the village. The Creamery was originally situated in Rattoo, on Ladies‟ Walk 

and it has kept the name since then. The Creamery was first built  around 

1909. It included a Creamery Mill and Stores. It was a very important facility 

for the local farmers. As well as being a milk collection point, it also con-

tained a shop. In 1948, the creamery and shop were destroyed by a fire. 

Goods destroyed included tea, milk and flour ra-

tions– items that were very important to all fami-

lies at this time. It was rebuilt in the 1960s. The 

Creamery Building was demolished in 1998.  

Changing Times!  

  In the old days, farmers 

brought their milk to the 

creamery in large churns on 

the back of their donkey & 

cart.  

Soon, they could use their 

cars or tractors to bring 

the milk in churns or Bulk-

tanks.  

Nowadays, the milk is collected 

from the farms by large milk 

lorries & brought straight to 

the co-op.  

School Days! 

The Creamery 

Stores Building was 

used by Ballyduff 

N.S. as classrooms 

while the school 

extension was  being 

built in the 1980s! 

The offices above 

the storeroom were 

used as classrooms, 

while children had a 

play area in part of 

the un-used ware-

house!  



 

Ballyduff has a very proud sporting 

tradition and is one of the few par-

ishes in the County to have successful 

teams in both hurling and football– 

that‟s not forgetting the local soccer 

and ladies football teams!  

Hurling 

Hurling has always had a very special place in Bally-

duff. However, a lot of people don‟t know that in the 

early 1900s, Ballyduff and Ardoughter had two sepa-

rate hurling clubs! They joined together in 1949 and 

they gave themselves the new name of Ballyduff Mi-
chael Mulvihill Hurling Club.   
Following the success of 1891, it took over 60 years 

before Ballyduff won another county title in 1955.  

Since then, they have become one of the most suc-

cessful Hurling Clubs in Kerry having won 21 County 

Championships– the last one being in 2006.  

Championship Medal 

This is the Kerry County Championship medal. It has been de-

signed like this for over 65 years! The same medal is given for 

both hurling and football.  The medal has three main parts 

which represent different parts of our heritage in Kerry: 

 The Round Tower: Our local Tower in Rattoo stands for our history.  

 The Harp: our traditional music, with 9 strings representing the nine 

baronies of Kerry. 

 The Wolfhound– the pride and heart of the people of Kerry since the 

time Cuchulainn travelled „The Kerry Way‟ to Tír na nÓg.  

Ballyduff Sports Field  

Two fields were purchased in Benmore 

for £1000 in the 1950s by Mike-Joe 

Hennessy on behalf of Ballyduff GAA 

club. Since then, they have been trans-

formed from mere fields to the back-

bone of the sporting community of Bal-

lyduff . The latest development to is 

the new Clubhouse which includes of 4 

dressing rooms, referees room  and 

meeting rooms.  



 

The Boys From Ballyduff 

 

Just a mile or thereabouts,  

From the lordly Shannon 

mouth, 

There’s a spot to which none 

other I’d compare, 

It’s a village not a town, 

Though her sons have gained 

renown,  

For the Boys from Ballyduff 

are always there!! 

(This song was written in honour of 

the All-Ireland winning team in 1981 

by P.J. Sheehy) 

Inset:The County and All-Ireland Medals won by John O’ Mahony, Captain of 

the 1981 winning team.  

Ladies Football 

Margaret Slattery founded the Ballyduff 

Ladies Football Club in 1991 with the help 

of Johnny & Eillie Bunyan and Murty Delaney. In their 

first year together they won the U12 county 

championship and since then there has been no 

turning back. The club has had county success 

at all levels as well as winning All-Ireland med-

als in Mosney in U12s and U14s. They have also 

won two Junior 7-a-side All-Irelands.  

Ballyduff Football Club  

 

Ballyduff Football Club was set up in  

1911. Their first victory was in the 

North Kerry Minor Championship of 

1944 when they defeated Listowel in 

the final. They retained the title 

against Duagh in 1945.  

Since then, they have won 3 Senior 

North Kerry Football Championships

– there latest was their two in a row 

in 2005 and 2006.  

All-Ireland Champions 1891 

1891 was a very historic year for Ballyduff Hurling Club. After defeating 

Kilmoyley in the County Final, they went on to represent Kerry in the Mun-

ster and All-Ireland Championships. Following a replay the Ballyduff side 

overcame Treaty Stone of Limerick in the Munster Final. The All-Ireland 

Final then led the Boys in Green to Clonturk Park where they defeated 

Crossabeg from Wexford with a score line of 2-4 to 1-5.  

 

The All-Ireland Hurling Championship was quite different in those days– 

they played 21 players a side (rather than 15 as it is now), Ulster and Con-

nacht did not participate in the All-Ireland and also, after the county final, 

clubs  could call on some players from neighbouring parishes to strengthen 

their team for the All-Ireland! This meant that some players from Lixnaw, 

Kilmoyley and Ardfert also won All-Ireland medals with Ballyduff.    

http://local.mobhaile.ie/Portals/382/Ladies GAA Crest2.gif


 

Fishing in The Cashen 

The craft of fishing has long been associated with the Cashenside. The 

Cashen was a thriving fishing village around fifty years ago. There was once 

over a hundred  men fishing for salmon and sea trout in the river. In ancient 

times, tree hollowed boats were used. Over time these were replaced by 

„gondaeloes‟ or „gondolas‟- flat bottomed boats with raised brow and stern. 

They did not use fishing rods– they used nets 

called draft nets. Traditionally, 

the local craftsmen made the 

boats and the women made & 

mended the nets. 

The Cashen & Kilmore 

In time, The Cashen was known as „Casan 
Chiarraí‟ or path into the Kingdom of Kerry.  

People settled here as the river provided 

fresh water and salmon to eat. The river was 

also used to transport goods from the coast 

to the inland towns. However, after the Vi-

kings plundered the seven churches of Kilmore 

on their way up the estuary into Kerry, watch 

towers and defensive buildings were set up 

replacing the religious settlements along the 

banks of the river. 

This greatly 

changed the look of 

the area.  

The Cashen School  

There was once a National School 

in the Cashen which educated all of 

the local children– at one stage it 

had 108 pupils. The school closed in 

1973 when the pupils and teachers 

moved to Slieveaddra N.S. When 

the school closed, it was used as a 

fish house.   

The Fisherman’s  

Rosary Beads  

These Rosary Beads, 

which are on display be-

hind the pulpit in SS Pe-

ter‟s & Paul‟s Church, were hand-made 

by Chas Laide of The Cashen. He used 

only materials used to make fishing 

nets to make the „Rosary‟. The brown 

floats were used for the Hail Marys, 

the larger white floats were used for 

the Glorys. A nylon rope was used to 

join the beads.  The cross was pur-

chased to finish the Rosary.  



 

Drama 

The local people of Bal-

lyduff have a proud 

tradition of holding 

dramas in the village. 

Dramas were held in 

Hennesy‟s Hall before 

the Community Centre 

was built. The Ballyduff 

Drama Society put on 

plays such as Sive and 

The Year of the Hiker.  

 

 

As well as being a successful sporting village, the people of Ballyduff have 

enjoyed a variety of pastimes throughout the years which have helped 

build the close community spirit that still exists today. These activities 

included card games, dances, concerts and dramas.  

Hennessy’s Hall 

 

Hennessy‟s Hall was a very busy 

spot in Ballyduff during the 1960s 

and 70s. It was also known as the 

Crystal Ballroom and opened in 

1938. It was popular for holding 

dances with live bands which were 

held once a week. It also held Ba-

zaars, Dancing classes and also 

travelling live shows!  

The hall was so popular it was even 

used to celebrate Mass while the 

church was being renovated in the 

1967!!! 

Later in years, the hall was used 

for furniture auctions with furni-

ture which came from England.   

It stood next to Hennessy‟s Butch-

ers.  

Card Games 

 

Card Games have always been 

very popular amongst the locals 

of Ballyduff. People went to each 

others‟ houses, as well as playing 

cards at night time in the com-

munity centre for money. Locals 

still play cards together every 

weekend for enjoyment. They 

have the chance to win items 

such as turkeys and Chickens!!! 

 



5.  Tom Dunne, 

Glounerdalive was 

the first local man 

to ride a bicycle 

(Penny Farthing) 

through the village! 

3. Edmund Barrett , a very successful sports-

man was born in Ballyduff in  1880.  In 1908, 

at the Olympic Games held in London, he won a 

bronze medal in wrestling, and also won a gold 

medal with the London tug-of-war team. He 

also won an All-Ireland gold medal with London 

in hurling against Cork in 1901, and is the only 

Irishman to win two gold medals.  

1. In
 the 

Early
 1960

s 

there
 was a 

fort-

nightl
y pig 

market
 in 

The Square
, Ball

yduff
! 

2. The first motor car– A Chambers - was brought to Ballyduff in 1907 by Dr. Pierce.  

4. RTE television,
 the first st

a-

tion in Irela
nd,  went on the a

ir 

on the 31st
 December 1961. 

Not many people i
n Ballyduff 

had 

televisions s
ets at this t

ime so 

people gathe
red nightly 

on the 

street in th
e village to 

watch a 

television which was switched on 

in the window of  

Kearney’s sh
op!  


